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Examples of Questions on Food Security

Questionnaire
Households answering “yes”

2005 2006 2007 2008
Food bought didn't last and

(IAwe) didn't have money to get more 12.2% 12.1% 12.4% 15.3%
Couldn't afford to eat balanced meals 10.7% 10.9% 11.3% 1 48%
Adult(s) cut size of meals or skipped meals 6.2% 6.3% 6.5% 92 %
Adult(s) did not eat for whole day 1.3% 1.4% 1.3% 1.6%
Relied on few kinds of

low-cost food to feed child(ren) 14.7% 15.0% 14.3% 17.5%
Couldn't feed child(ren) balanced meals 8.5% 8.7% 8.2% 11.3%
Child(ren) were not eating enough 3.7% 3.9% 4.4% 5.9%

Note: The full wording of each question includes explicit refe rence to resource limitation, e.g.,
“...because (I was/we were) running out of money to buy food,” or “...becau se there wasn't
enough money for food.”

Percentage of Households that were Food Insecure, 2 008

Household :
With children <18 years
With no children <18 years
Elderly living alone

Race/Ethnicity of Households _:

White non-Hispanic
Black non-Hispanic
Hispanic

Other

Area of Residence :
Inside metropolitan area
Outside metropolitan area

21.0%
11.3%
8.8%

10.7%
25.7%
26.9%
13.7%

14.7%
14.2%

All individuals (by food security status of househo Id)
With low food With very low
security food security
(in millions)
2008 31.824 10.6% 17.284 5.8%
2007 24.287 8.2% 11.942 4.0%
2006 24.395 8.3% 11.120 3.8%
2005 24.349 8.4% 10.779 3.7%
2004 27535 9.5% 10.661 3.7%

Children (by food security status of household)

With low or very low
food security among
adults or children

With very low
food security
among children

(in millions)

2008 16.673 22.5% 1.077 1.5%

2007 12.435 16.9% 691 9%
2006 12.628 17.2% 430  .6%
2005 12.403 16.9% .606 .8%
2004 13.868 19.0% 545 7%




What is food security?

* USDA: “food intake of one or more household
members was reduced and their normal eating
patterns were disrupted...because the household
lacked money and other resources for food.”

*« USDA: “these households, at some time during
the year, had difficulty providing enough food for all
their members due to a lack of resources.”

* FRAC: “households struggling with hunger.”
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25.5 million

Unemployed/underemployed in Nov.

49 million

In households unable to afford adequate
food in 2008 (up from 36m in 2007)

$1 trillion

Lost wages from 2008 - 2012
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Unemployed in November:

49.4% of African American 16-19 year olds
(up from 41.3% in Oct.)

15% of those without HS diploma
11.4% of women who maintain
households

17.1% of Black men, 20 and over

38.3% of all unemployed have been out of
work 27 weeks or more
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People who lost full-time jobs earned 13%
less in their new full-time job (2001-2004).

Children becoming poor in recessions do
worse lifelong, in education, earnings, and
health, than those who avoided poverty.

College grads in a recession will earn less in
future years than those entering the
workforce in better times.

Recessions permanently reduce future GDP.

345
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After the last recession was officially
over, how many months did it take until
unemployment reached its highest
point?

2 months?

6 months?

19 months?

0 (141 1
7%

Directly fund them
Public service jobs
National Service
Work/learning combos

State and local aid
Medicaid
State, local grants

Income and work supports
SNAP
ul
Child Care/Head Start
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Public Service Jobs:  $35-$40b to localities for
public and non-profit jobs, targeted to low-income
communities; creates 1 million jobs; also:

Extension of TANF emergency funds

Subsidized work:  On the Job training (Workforce Investment
Act); transitional jobs; Summer/yr round jobs for youth, etc.

Related training: English as 2" Language, postsecondary...
State/local aid : more Medicaid (FMAP) funding;
grants to states; CDBG to localities — If current aid
ends, loss of 900,000 state jobs likely

State aid generates $1.41 in GDP growth for every d  ollar
spent

3 7 1
4 %
Remember Mark Zandi!

For every SNAP dollar spent, $1.74 in GDP
growth

For every Ul dollar spent, $1.61 in GDP growth
Continuing/expanding refundable tax credits
helps too ($1.22 for every dollar spent)
Work-sharing: $1.69 for every dollar spent
In contrast: loss carryback, 21 cents for

every dollar spent; accelerated depreciation,
25 cents.
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Zandi: “What matters for economic growth is
the pace of stimulus spending, which surged
from nothing at the beginning of the year to
about $80 billion in the third quarter. That is a
big change in a short period and is why the
economy is growing again after more than a
year.”

EPI: 200,000 jobs created/saved per month
from ARRA so far (1-1.5 million)
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Pressures to cut deficit
Ever popular tax breaks

Despite economists, harder to see how increasing
SNAP creates jobs

“Don't bother me about targeting — just get me jobs!”

But. . .
Hard to reduce unemployment quickly without
direct job creation
Hardships are so compelling, lawmakers want to
provide help

UI/COBRA should pass
before end of Dec.

Maybe some jobs items
inserted in final FY10
spending bill in Dec?
Very possible a jobs
package might have to
wait till January and
beyond.
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Send letter to Congress (at www.chn.orqg)

Write op/ed or letter to the editor (LTE models on
www.chn.org website; want help with op/ed?
Contact Maricela Donahue, mdonahue@chn.org)
Participate in White House community jobs forums
(see http:/mww.whitehouse.gov/blog/2009/12/03/taking-jobs-forum-road-with-
your—helg)

Hold your own site visit in January. For ideas, see
Half in Ten Campaign website: www.halfinten.org )
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For more information, contact

Deborah Weinstein
Executive Director
Coalition on Human Needs
dweinstein@chn.org
(202) 223-2532 x111
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