September 14, 2010
To Members of the National Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform:

We are writing to urge the Commission to take special care not to cause harm to America’s low-
and moderate-income households in formulating its recommendations this year. In particular, we
ask that:

1) The Commission adopt as a basic principle that its proposals should not make lower-income
individuals and families worse off. The Commission’s recommendations should not harm those
who already have difficulty getting by. Its proposals should not push people into poverty or
make those who are already poor still poorer.

2) To aid it in meeting this goal, the Commission should assure that it obtains and makes public
in a timely way a distributional analysis (e.g., by income deciles or quintiles) of the impact of the
proposals that it considers. Understanding and making transparent how different paths would
affect different income groups is an essential means of determining fairness in who bears the
burdens of changes in spending and tax policy.

Even before the recession, low- and moderate-income people in our nation had been largely shut
out from the benefits of the nation’s economic growth for two generations. From 1979 to 2006,
the average after-tax income of the bottom fifth of the population rose only 11 percent over 27
years, from $14,900 to $16,500, in inflation-adjusted 2006 dollars, according to the
Congressional Budget Office. This includes non-cash income like food stamps, housing
assistance, and refundable tax credits. The average income of the second fifth rose a modest 18
percent, to $35,400 — still well under 1 percent per year. In contrast, the average income of the
top fifth rose 86 percent, from $98,900 to $184,400 during this period, and the average income of
the top 1 percent increased 256 percent, from $337,100 to $1.2 million.

Moreover, during the last economic recovery, from 2001 to 2007, poverty actually increased and
the median income of working-age households declined, even as income at the top of the income
scale continued to rise.

In other words, after nearly three decades of overall economic growth, America saw only very
weak gains for the bottom two-fifths of the population and substantially widened gaps between
the top and bottom of our society. Income stagnation and rising inequality have left lower-
income households bearing a heavy cost.

Reducing public supports for this population would be unwarranted. This population has borne
an undue share of the pain of the economic and political transformations of the last several
decades, not to mention the deep recession from which the country is only beginning to emerge.

Reducing the federal deficit is a means to an end — the strongest possible economic future for
the nation. Under-investing in low- and moderate-income children and adults would not be
consistent with that goal. Indeed, smart and more adequate investments for them could help
strengthen the economy and the nation.



We believe that an explicit goal to protect the most vulnerable in our nation, together with
impact analyses to ensure the goal is being met, will assist the Commission in producing
recommendations that can put the nation on a sustainable fiscal course without harm to those
who have no margin to sacrifice more.
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St. Charles Borromeo Church
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H.S. Power & Light Ministries - Latino Faith Initiative
Housing Colorado

Land Title Guarantee Company
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Connecticut Legal Services
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Cawker City Housing Authority
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RESULTS of Salina (Domestic Chapter)
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Project Bread - the Walk for Hunger

Raven Enterprises

Reflexology For Health

ROAD (Reaching Out About Depression)
Somerville Homeless Coalition

South Shore Housing

Springfield Partners for Community Action
Survivors Inc.
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Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, Boston Chapter
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Advocacy and Training Center

Habitat for Humanity of Montgomery County, MD, Inc.
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Human Services Programs of Carroll County, Inc.
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Community Housing of Maine
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Maine People's Alliance Resource Center
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Michigan
A Solution Coaching and Training
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CEDAM: The Community Economic Development Association of Michigan
Center for Civil Justice

Disability Advocates of Kent County

Disability Network/Michigan

Dominican Sisters of Grand Rapids

Ecumenical Senior Center

Elder Law of Michigan

Food Bank of South Central Michigan

ISAAC (Interfaith Strategy for Advocacy and Action in the Community)
Jonah: Joint-Religious Organizing Network for Action and Hope
Kalamazoo County Poverty Reduction Initiative

Leadership Council of the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart
Michigan Coalition Against Homelessness

Michigan Council on Crime and Delinquency

Michigan League for Human Services

Oakland County Welfare Rights Organization

YWCA of Berrien County

YWCA of Greater Flint, Michigan

YWCA of Kalamazoo, Michigan

Minnesota

Bread for Life

Children's Defense Fund Minnesota

CLUES

Franciscan Justice, Peace & Integrity of Creation Advisory Committee
Good Shepherd Sisters of St. Paul

HOME Line
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Minnesota Community Action Partnership
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Ramsey County Human Services

RESULTS - Twin Cities
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Bengal Enterprises, LLC
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Community Alternatives, Inc.

Crittenton Children’s Center

East Missouri Action Agency, Inc.

Greater KC Housing Information Center

Helping Hands

Kilo Diabetes & Vascular Research Foundation
Lutheran Family & Children's Services of Missouri
Missouri Association for Community Action
Missouri Association for Social Welfare

Missouri IMPACT

Northeast Community Action Corporation
Northside Community Housing, Inc.

Princeton Housing Authority

Project HOPE

Region VII Head Start Association

Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, St. Louis Province
United Way of Southwest Missouri

Vouga Elder Law, LLC

Wadsworth & Associates

Mississippi

Angel Wings Out-Reach Center

Mississippi Coalition for Citizens with Disabilities
Mississippi Center for Justice

South Mississippi AIDS Task Force

Vicksburg Housing Authority

Montana

Helena Indian Alliance

Human Rights Committee of the Episcopal Diocese of Montana
Montana Food Bank Network

National Center for Appropriate Technology

Rural Dynamics, Inc.

United Way of Missoula County

North Carolina

Action for Children North Carolina

AltruEnergy Building Performance

Asheville Area Habitat for Humanity

Associates of the Franciscan Sisters of Allegany, Calabash Group
Children First/Communities in Schools of Buncombe County
Good Work

IDA and Asset Building Collaborative of NC

Kinston Meals on Wheels

North Carolina Community Action Association

North Carolina Housing Coalition



North Carolina Justice Center

Olive Hill Community Economic Development Corporation
Reach of Clay County

Shaped by the Sea

Sisters of Mercy, South Central Community

Social Concerns Committee of St. Brendan Catholic Church
West Haven Resident Council

Western Carolina Community Action

WNC Peace Coalition

YWCA of the Greater Triangle

YWCA Southeast Region

North Dakota

Children's Defense Fund of North Dakota

Great Plains Food Bank

Hunger & Justice Committee - Eastern North Dakota Synod, ELCA
Minot Area Homeless Coalition

Presentation Sisters, Fargo

Nebraska

Center for People in Need

Community Action Partnership of Kearney

Lutheran Metro Ministry

Malone Manor

Nebraska Appleseed Center for Law in the Public Interest
Nebraska Chapter of the National Association of Social Workers
Nebraska EITC Coalition

Sisters of Mercy West Midwest Justice Team

YWCA of Adams County

New Hampshire

Nashua Soup Kitchen & Shelter, Inc

National Association of Social Workers - New Hampshire Chapter
NH Fiscal Policy Institute

NHCADSV

Salem Family Resources-Success By 6

The Children's Alliance of New Hampshire

The Friends Program - Foster Grandparent Program

New Jersey

Association for Children of New Jersey
Building an Empire, Inc.

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Metuchen
Collier Youth Services

CWA Local 1081

Dooley House Inc.



Edison Housing Authority

Housing Community Development Network of New Jersey
Interfaith Hospitality Network of Hunterdon County, Inc.

Latin American Economic Development Association, Inc.

Jersey City Library Literacy Program

Monarch Housing Associates, Inc.

National Council of Jewish Women, New Jersey State Public Affairs Network
New Jersey Association of Mental Health and Addiction Agencies
New Jersey Policy Perspective

New Jersey Tenants Organization

NJ Peace Action

Project Live, Inc.

RESULTS of Central New Jersey (Domestic)

The Cathedral Soup Kitchen, Inc.

United Passaic Organization

York Street Project

YWCA of Essex and West Hudson

New Mexico

Albuquerque Affordable Housing Coalition
East Mountain Spiritual Progressives
Greater Albuquerque Housing Partnership
HELP-New Mexico, Inc.

Housing Authority of the City of Las Cruces, NM
Lutheran Advocacy Ministry-New Mexico
Military Families Speak Out Albuquerque
New Mexico Center on Law and Poverty
New Mexico Coalition to End Homelessness
New Mexico Conference of Churches

New Mexico Voices for Children

Prosperity Works

RESULTS of Albuquerque

RESULTS of Santa Fe

Supportive Housing Coalition of NM

Youth Development, Inc. (YDI)

Nevada

Brainstormers Inc.

Community Services of Nevada

National Association of Social Workers, Nevada Chapter
Nevada Alliance for Retired Americans

Nevada Institute for Children's Research and Policy
Temple Sinai Sisterhood

New York
Action for a Better Community, Inc.



Alliance of Communities Transforming Syracuse
Another Chance and More Foundation, Inc.
Arbor Development

ARISE

Association of Comparative and Environmental Toxicology Students
Barb Lamphere Consulting

Barrier Free Living

Catholic Charities Brooklyn and Queens
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Albany
Center for Independence of the Disabled
Children's Continuous Care

Citizen Action of New York

Citizens' Committee for Children of New York, Inc.
Claire Heureuse Community Center, Inc
Coalition for the Homeless

Community Service Society of New York
Community Voices Heard

Cortland Area Child Care Council

Delaware Opportunities Inc.

Disabled in Action of Greater Syracuse Inc.
Early Care & Learning Council

Eddy Resident Service Advisor Program
EHCCI/Promesa, Inc.

Empire State Coalition of Youth and Family Services
Enable

Family of Woodstock, Inc.

Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies

Fiscal Policy Institute

Food Bank For New York City

Franciscan Sisters of the Atonement

Franziska Racker Centers

Gray Panthers of Suffolk County

Habitat for Humanity of NYS

Harlem United Community AIDS Center
Hudson River Housing, Inc.

Human Development Services of Westchester
Independent Living Center of the Hudson Valley
Interfaith Council for Action, Inc.

Journey to Justice

Long Island Cares

MFY Legal Services

Morris Heights Health Center

National Association of Social Workers - New York City Chapter
New Destiny Housing Corporation

New York City Coalition Against Hunger

New York State Alliance for Retired Americans



Nutrition Consortium of NYS, Inc.

NY Universal Living Wage Warriors

NYC AIDS Housing Network (NYCAHN)
NYC Emergency Food & Shelter Program
NYS Community Action Association

One Stop Senior Services

Pro Action of Steuben & Yates, Inc.

Queers for Economic Justice

Reaching-Out Community Services, Inc.
Rose Ridge, Inc.

Selfhelp Community Services

Single Stop USA

Sisters of Social Service, Buffalo, New York
Society of Jesus, New York Province
Southern Tier Environments for Living
Special Instruction

St. Mary's Food Pantry

Supportive Housing Network of New York
Habitat for Humanity of Syracuse

Thorpe Family Residence, Inc.

Town of Ramapo Housing Authority
UUCSR (Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Shelter Rock)
Violence Intervention Program

vision42

Women's City Club of New York
Wyandanch Community Development Corporation
YWCA of Elmira & the Twin Tiers

YWCA of Binghamton and Broome County
YWCA of Cortland, NY

YWCA of the Greater Capital Region
Zonta

Ohio

Benjamin Rose Institute on Aging

Catholic Commission of Summit County

CDCRC Inc.

Cerebral Palsy Association of Ohio

Children's Defense Fund Ohio

Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio

Council for Economic Opportunities in Greater Cleveland
Franciscan Friars (OFM), St. John the Baptist Province, JPIC Off
Germaine International Language Center

Habitat for Humanity-Greater Columbus

Hilliard United Methodist Church

IMPACT Community Action

Jurisdiction-Wide Resident Advisory Broad



Lake County Council on Aging

Mid-Ohio Foodbank

National Association of Social Workers, Ohio Chapter
Ohio Empowerment Coalition

Ohio Fair Schools Campaign

Ohio Poverty Law Center

Peace and Justice Committee of Sacred Heart Parish, Oberlin, Ohio
RESULTS of Columbus

Sisters of Charity

St. Mary Development Corporation

The ABCD, Inc.

The Council on Older Persons

The Salvation Army

Toledo Area Jobs with Justice Coalition

Tri-County Independent Living Center, Inc.

Oklahoma

ARC Group Homes, Inc./Employability, Inc
Latino Community Development Agency
Springs Incorporated

YWCA of Enid

YWCA of Oklahoma City

Oregon

Cascade AIDS Project

Central Oregon Veterans Outreach

Child Care Council, Oregon Department of Education
Children First for Oregon

Community Information Center, Inc.

Disability Navigators, Inc.

Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon

Elders in Action

Friendly Streets

Full Access

Habitat for Humanity of Portland/Metro East

Housing And Community Services Agency of Lane County, Oregon
Human Solutions

Impact NW

Mid-Willamette Valley Community Action Agency, Inc.
Northwest Pilot Project

Oregon Center for Public Policy

Oregon Health Policy and Research

Oregon Opportunity Network

Oregon State Council for Retired Citizens

Peninsula Children's Center

Revitalize Outer South East (ROSE) Community Development



Tax Fairness Oregon
United Methodist Women
WLEA

YWCA of Greater Portland

Pennsylvania

A Woman's Place

Advocacy Committee for Justice and Peace, Sisters of St. Francis
Allegheny Unitarian Universalist Church

Benedictine Center (for Seniors)

Bucks County Housing Group, Inc

Bucks Voices for Health Care Reform

Campaign for Working Families

CareerLink East

Catholics for Peace and Justice

Central PA Food Bank

Child, Home and Community

Children's Coalition of the Lehigh Valley

Depression and Bipolar Support Alliance of Pennsylvania
Dignity Housing

Essential Energy

Evangelicals for Social Action

Fayette County Community Action Agency, Inc

Geriatric Consultation and Services

Greater Philadelphia Coalition Against Hunger

Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank

Greater Washington County Food Bank

Grey Nuns of the Sacred Heart

Habitat for Humanity of Philadelphia

Health Care for All PA

Health Federation of Philadelphia

Jand K Siding

JEVS Human Services

Just Harvest: A Center for Action Against Hunger
Liberty Resources

Lutheran Social Services of South Central Pennsylvania
Maternity Care Coalition

Mental Health Association of Northwestern Pennsylvania
Ministering Together

Montgomery County Community Action Development Commission
National Association of Social Workers, Pennsylvania Chapter
National Council of Jewish Women, Pennsylvania State Public Affairs
Nazareth Housing Services

PA Hunger Action Center

PathWays PA

Pennsylvania Council of Churches



Pennsylvania Mental Health Counselors Association
Pennsylvania NOW, Inc.

Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children
Project Home

Providence Connections

Public Citizens for Children and Youth

Roots of Promise

SeniorLAW Center

Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill, US Province
Sisters of Mercy of Erie

Sisters of St. Joseph

Susquehanna Consulting and Financial Group
Thomas Merton Center

UCP/CLASS

United Neighborhood Centers of Northeastern Pennsylvania
Veterans for Peace

Westmoreland Community Action

Women's Community Revitalization Project
Woodstock Family Center

YWCA of Lancaster

YWCA of Greater Harrisburg

YWCA of Westmoreland County

YWCA of York

Rhode Island

Community Relations Council of the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island
Feinstein Center for a Hunger Free America
Housing Action of Rhode Island

Jamestown Justice and Peace Advocacy Group
Ocean State Action

Rhode Island Community Action Association
Rhode Island KIDS COUNT

The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia
Westbay Community Action

YWCA of Greater Rhode Island

YWCA of Northern Rhode Island

South Carolina

Cedar Springs Education Association

Harvest Hope Food Bank

Resources Unlimited Consulting

South Carolina Appleseed Legal Justice Center
Talents Diversified, LLC

South Dakota
Bread for the World-SD West River



Habitat for Humanity of the Black Hills Area
Mitchell Congregational United Church of Christ
South Dakota Women Work

Tennessee

Beyond the Fringe Designs

Family Promise of Knoxville

Habitat for Humanity of Williamson County
Maloney Road, LLC

Nashville CARES

Positive East Tennesseans

Tennesseans for Fair Taxation

Tennessee Justice Center

Texas

AIDS Services of Dallas

Alamo Area Resource Center

Alliance for Multicultural Community Services
Arapaho United Methodist Church and Society Committee
Austin/Lake Travis Lions Club

Avenue Community Development Corporation
Community Coalition for Children and Families
Daughters of Charity (USA) Advocacy & Social Justice Committee
Education Equals Making Community Connections
Esperanza Peace and Justice Center

Good Neighbor Settlement House, Inc.

Gray Panthers of Austin

Harlingen Community Development Corporation
Hawkins and Ellison Business Administration
HCFAT (Health Care For All Texas)

Home Sweet Home Community Redevelopment
Houston Gateway Academy, inc.

Iglesia Luterana Cristo Rey of El Paso, Texas
Intra-State Services, Inc.

Joy Ruth Psychotherapist

La Fe Policy Research & Education Center
Leveraging Justice

McLennan County Hunger Coalition

Methodist Healthcare Ministries

National Alliance on Mental Iliness of Brazos Valley
National Domestic Violence Hotline

National Association of Social Workers, Texas Chapter
RESULTS of Houston (Domestic Chapter)

Senior Community Outreach Services, Inc.

South Texas Food Bank

Southwest Key Programs, Inc



Texas Food Bank Network

The Gulf Coast Homeless Coalition
YWCA of Fort Worth & Tarrant County
YWCA of Greater Austin

Utah

Crossroads Urban Center

Disabled Rights Action Committee

Family Promise - Salt Lake

Salt Lake Community Action Program

Utah Housing Coalition

Utah Resident Owned Communities (UROC)

Virginia

Blue Ridge Independent Living Center
Coalition for Justice

Economic Opportunities Commission in Alexandria, VA
Giessler Providers

Home of Miracles & Embraces, Inc. (H.O.M.E.)
Independence Empowerment Center

Institute for Socio-Financial Studies

Joint Resident Council Inc.

Legal Aid Justice Center

New Home New Life

People Incorporated of Virginia

RESULTS of Charlottesville

Social Action Linking Together (SALT)

The Commonwealth Institute for Fiscal Analysis
Tidewater Equine

Virginia Organizing Project

Virginia Poverty Law Center

YWCA Mid-Atlantic Regional Council

YWCA of Central Virginia

Vermont

Champlain Housing Trust

Public Assets Institute

Vermont Affordable Housing Coalition

Vermont Campaign to End Childhood Hunger

Vermont Network Against Domestic and Sexual Violence

Washington

Acme Glass Works

American Federation of Government Employees Local 3937, AFL-CIO
Beacon Development Group

Building Changes



Career Path Services

Catholic Community Services of Western Washington
Children's Alliance

Coalition of Labor Union Women, Puget Sound Chapter
Community Frameworks

El Centro de la Raza

Food Lifeline

Habitat for Humanity of Washington State

Kirlin Charitable Foundation

Legal Voice

National Association of Social Workers Washington State Chapter
Northwest Health Law Advocates

Northwest Housing Development

NWFCO

Olympic Area Agency on Aging

Pierce County Aging & Long Term Care

Pierce County Housing Authority

Positive Solutions

POWER (Parents Organizing for Welfare and Economic Rights
Puget Sound Alliance for Retired Americans
RESULTS of Olympia

RESULTS of Seattle

Sea Mar Community Health Centers

Solid Ground

Sound Thinking

The Mustard Seed Project of Key Peninsula

Triumph Treatment Services

United Way of King County

United Way of Snohomish County

Washington State National Organization for Women
WSA Head Start & EACAP

Wisconsin

Bethesda Lutheran Communities

HBC Services

Influencing State Policy

Justice Outreach Office - Racine Dominicans.

National Women's Conference Committee

School Sisters of Notre Dame - Global Justice & Peace Office
Sinsinawa Dominicans

St. Matthew Justice & Human Concerns

Taylor's Home preservation

Wisconsin Community Action Program Association (WISCAP)
Wisconsin Council of Churches

Wisconsin Council on Children and Families

Wisconsin Women's Network



YWCA of Greater Milwaukee
YWCA Rock County

West Virginia

Cabell-Huntington Coalition for the Homeless
Daymark, Inc.

MountainHeart Community Services, Inc.

National Rural Social Work Caucus

Northern West Virginia Center for Independent Living
West Virginia Alliance for Sustainable Families
West Virginia Center on Budget and Policy

West Virginia Council of Churches

West Virginia Statewide Independent Living Council
WV Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice

US Territories
National Association of Social Workers, Guam Chapter
One Stop Career Center of Puerto Rico, Inc.



