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Robert Greenstein

Founder and President 
of the Center on Budget 
and Policy Priorities, Bob 
is a preeminent federal 
budget and antipoverty 
expert.  Before CBPP, 
Bob was Administrator 
of the Food and 
Nutrition Svc., USDA, in 
Carter Administration.



MaryLouBeaver

MaryLoucoordinates 
Every Child Matter's state 
campaigns and the field 
office in New Hampshire. 
She has worked with 
children and families in NH 
for more than 20 years as 
Executive Director of a 
non-profit childcare center 
and educational 
coordinator of a federal 
grant serving childcare 
professionals among other 
advocacy positions.
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Debbie is Executive 
Director of the Coalition 
on Human Needs, and 
the moderator of this 
webinar.  She is a federal 
budget policy expert and 
helps to lead the SAVE 
for All campaign 
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Ryan Planôs Deficit Reduction

Much Smaller Than Claimed

7Sources: Congressional Budget Office, CBPP analysis of ñThe Path to Prosperityò FY2012 Budget Resolution.



Two-Thirds of Proposed Cuts in Ryan Plan 

Come from Programs for Low- and Moderate 

Income People

8Source: ñThe Path to Prosperityò FY2012 Budget Resolution



Medicaid Costs 27% Less for Children, 20% 

Less for Adults Than Private Insurance

9Source: CBPP analysis.



SNAP Is Projected to Shrink as a Share 

of GDP

10Source: Congressional Budget Office, March 2011 outlay projections and economic forecast.



SNAP Caseloads Closely Track Changes 

in Poverty 

11*Poverty numbers are annual estimates and not yet available after 2009.

Spikes in SNAP participants are from disaster food stamps after hurricanes.

Sources: Food and Nutrition Service (SNAP participants); Census Bureau (individuals in poverty).



Ryan Proposal Would Double Health 

Care Spending of Typical 65-Year Old

12

Source:  Douglas W. Elmendorf, Director, Congressional Budget Office, Letter to the Honorable Paul Ryan, 

April 5, 2011, and CBPP calculations.  Current Medicare is CBOôs alternative fiscal scenario.

Note:  Beneficiaryôs share of spending includes premiums out-of-pocket costs for covered services, and any 

payments for supplemental insurance.





Education is the Key



}How the budget affects their lives.

ÇChild Care

ÇEducation

ÇHealth Care

ÇSafety

ÇAffordable Housing

ÇJob Security

ÇNutrition

ÇAnd Other Areas





}It is important to have data as well as 
stories to share with your Congressional 
delegation.

}Personal stories make great LTEs and Op 
Eds.

}Include a personal story in your 
newsletter, e - mail, on your Facebook
page.

}Include a constituent with a personal story 
in press conferences and at meetings with 
members of Congress or their staff.



}Help them to understand why Federal issues 
are important to them.

}Help them to follow the money.

}Introduce them to their Stateõs Congressional 
Delegation and Staff.

}Give them tools to help them spread the 
message to their staff and clients.

}Show them Why Advocacy is needed at BOTH 
the State and Federal levels.



Why the Federal budget crisis worsens the 
crisis in the States




