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nl DID NOT GET CAUGHT UP I N T
curTseMy VOTE WAS A MARKER FOR
TOWARDS A GREATER DEGREE INA REDUCTION IN

SPENDI NG. o SHE ADDED THAT SH
NABSOLUTELYo A BI G SUPPORTER

Senator Lisa Murkowski (R-AK), commenting on the cuts to
Head Start included in the spending bill she voted for.

(NY Times, 3/11/11)



In general, people think we can cut the federal deficit
by cutting spending, but

General Specific
We can deal with the APercent saying these are
federal budget deficit unacceptable ways to cut
mainly by getting rid of the the deficit:
waste, fraud, and abuse ACut funding for college
from federal spending, and student loans: 69%

by closing tax loopholes
without making significant
cuts in worthwhile

AReduce funds for K-12
education: 78%

programs that people AMeals for the elderly: 73%
depend on.
A 67% agree (sources: Garin, Hart, Yang Research

Group, Greenberg, Democracy Corps)
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Unpopular cuts: 60 percent strongly oppose education; %2 elderly & food

Now | am going to read you some of the specific spending cuts proposed in the House Republicans' budget for this year.
After | read each one, please tell me whether you favor or oppose it.

Education
78

Meals for
Elderly

73

Cuts funding for
K-12 education
and support for
special education,
and schools in
high poverty
areas, cutting off
almost 4 million
students and
losing thousands
of teachers.

Eliminates 5
million meals now
delivered to the
homebound
elderly.

Food Safety
80

The cuts will
require the Food
Inspection
Service to lay-off
inspectors for up
to a month and a
half and some
meat and poultry
plants will have
to stop
operating.

Head Start

73

Cuts Head
Start funding
for 120,000
children in
pre-school and
eliminates
40,000 jobs.

Local Gov.

/3

Cuts funding to
local government,
which will mean

further loss of
middle class jobs
in police, fire and

teaching and likely
higher local
property taxes.

Poor
(biggest impact)

66

Major cuts in help
for the poor,
including school
funding in poor
neighborhoods
and removing
600,000 people
from the nutrition
program for
women, infants
and children.




® FaviLIES USA

Liz Prescott

o Story Bank Coordinator




THE FAMILIES USA STORY BANK

Who we are.

The story of the Story Bank.
How it works.

How we use stories.



A GREAT STORY ...

Demonstrates concrete consequences.
Counteracts stereotypes.

|l s free of obl ame. 0
Is easy to relate to.



YOUR FIRST CONVERSATION

Explain how important their story is.

If you will be writing up the story:
Make time to listen.

ldentify specific causes and effects.
What caused their need?
What were the effects of this need on their life?
How did access to public programs effect their life?
And conversely, what would be the effect of losing that
program?

Listen for additional angles, and repeat the above.

Thank them!




FRAMING THE STORY

Every story has . ..
A main character (the beneficiary),
A conflict (need), and
A resolution (public benefit).

These stories also have a policy context.

oWhat would happen

f

X

progr a



o NbBODY EVER MARCHED ON
WASHINGTON BECAUSE OF A PIE
® cHART . 6 ANDY GOODMAN

More resources on story telling at

° www.agoodmanonline.com



http://www.agoodmanonline.com/

L1Z PRESCOTT
STORY BANK COORDINATOR
® FaviLEsS USA

‘ 202-626-0643

® eprescott@familiesUSA.orq
‘ www.familiesusa.org



mailto:eprescott@familiesUSA.org
http://www.familiesusa.org/

MomsRising.org



MomsRising

MomsRising.org is an online and on-the-ground
grassroots organization of more than a million people
who are working to achieve economic security for all
families in the United States.

Established in 2006, MomsRIising and its members are
organizing and speaking out to improve public policy

and to change the national dialogue on issues that are
critically 1T mportant to Amer
named MomsRIsing's web site
Websites For Women. o



e
Change Powered by Moms!

MomsRising is mobilizing grassroots support to change laws that impact families at the state and national
levels. Working with our partner organizations, we've helped pass critical legislation including...

THE LILLY LEDBETTER FAIR PAY ACT - Preventing wage discrimination against women.

THE STATE CHILDREN'S HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAM (SCHIP) - Providing four million
more children access to healthcare.

- Enacting the world’s toughest lead standards and

THE CONSUMER PRODUCTS SAFETY IMPROVEMENT ACT { g’f
banning dangerous toxins from children’s products. ‘

) ) v, -
THE UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 24 3

MODERNIZATION ACT - Extending unemployment =
insurance to part-time and low-wage workers. -

PAID FAMILY LEAVE - Winning legislation in two
states that will now enable working parents to
have time to care for new children, and also
advancing paid family and medical leave policies
in Congress and throughout the country.
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¢ Q- Google

Get Involved

MomsRising.org

Where moms and people who love them go to change our world

Home National & State Campaigns

M.0.T.H.E.R.S. Blog Keep Informed

Search | Search MomsRising.org m

Media About

Is health care reform already helping
you? Tell us about it!

Lawmakers and the public need to know how health reform is benefiting people. Are you someone who

is now able to cover their young adult children on their plans? Or do you have a small business that is

better able to afford health coverage for employees because of health care tax credits? Or are you just
sleeping better at night knowing that your child can not be denied health care coverage because of a

pre-existing condition? Tell us about it here:

First Name:

Last Name (optional):

City:

State: Zip code:

E-mail: *

Share Your Experience: *

Name Your Story:

Join the Movement

Together we can build a nation where
children, parents, and businesses thrive; and
end discrimination against mothers. MomsRising
listens to members and focuses advocacy
where we can most quickly improve family
economic security.

il Address ZIP Code m

M.O.T.H.E.R.S.

Matermty & Paternity Leave
Open Flexible Work

TV & After School

Healthy Kids

Excellent Childcare
Realistic & Fair Wages

Sick Days, Paid

Wear your heart on your sleeve with a
MomsRising T-shirt, mug, tote, mouse
pad, or more! Click here to see your

options.

Changing V

More i
‘L -l ... Diapers E‘
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| Get Involved I
MomsRising.org —

Where moms and people who love them go to change our world

Search | Search MomsRising.org m

Home National & State Campaigns M.O.T.H.E.R.S. | Blog Keep Informed Store Media About Donate

MomsRising members share how health Join the Movement

3 3 3 113 Together we can build a nation where
care reform ls helplng thelr famllles’ children, parents, and businesses thrive; and
) end discrimination against mothers. MomsRising
Click on a red thumbtack below to read the story of a MomsRising member near you: listens to members and focuses advocacy
where we can most quickly improve family
economic security.

Have an experience of your
own to share? Click here. m

"I am very concerned about people
trying to repeal the healthcare reform.
My 8 month old son was diagnosed
with Cystic Fibrosis when..."

READ FULL STORY »

M.O.T.H.E.R.S.
Deirdre
16810 35th ave south WA Maternity & Paternity Leave

previous story next story Open Flexible Work

TV & After School
Healthy Kids
Excellent Childcare
Realistic & Fair Wages

Sick Days, Paid

¢ Find Us: u ]

Share Us: L

READ OTHER MOMSRISING STORIES X

Stories Map

Living Up To Our Kids' Expectations










Dawn Josephson: My Backyard Meeting With President Obama

+ Iﬂhttp [ Iwww. hufﬁnglonposl com/dawn-josephson/my-backyard-meeting-with-_b_740750.html
Yahoo! Google Maps ube Wikipedia News (1060)v Popularv Energy Upgra..rce Library
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HUFFINGTON : g{wT REPORTING WHAT MATTERS TO YOU |
POST : \ :
WEEKDAYS FROM 5AM

REPORTERS \0\ 2012 ELECTIONS | POLLSTER . ' FUNDRACE ' HUFFPOST HILL

Rep. Giffords Takes Another Step More in Politics: Labor On Immeilt Appt... WATCH: Jon Stewart Rips Ridiculous
Towards Recovery Bachmann'sAiOTnlll Rer?unal... Santorum State Budget Cutting Ideas
ortion Reax...

BIO =] Get Email Alert
Dawn Josephson a —— DECIDE TO PREPARE FOR
)ﬁl%gga?g;gzca&i%%’ftgraﬁmz’f;lgf;lhcarc u Become a Fan m Bloggers’ Index DEPARTURE, WITH BING.
Posted: September 27, 2010 03:45 PM

My Backyard Meeting With ,
President Obama | -

S Paris, France
City Population: 2,138,551

What's Your Reaction: =

Important  Funny Typical Scary O A i I ive  Finally - 66°

's Affordable Health Choices Act, Barack Obama , Children's nsurance , H Slideshow 69°/53°

, Healthcare A
Strabismus , Pwmo News

Who would have thought that a short one-paragraph post HUFFPOST SOCIAL NEWS

SHARE THIS STORY @ Steaith Mode (On)

on MomsRising.org about my personal experience with
ke | B Eﬁ ‘t‘ﬁi:’@"»c‘ n and 203 others the new healthcare reform act would lead to me meeting

President Obama! But that's exactly what happened.
About a week after I posted the exciting news that my

16 o 133
— family's new health insurance cannot exclude my son's MOST POPULAR ON HUFFPOST 10f6
£ share | 9 e | el | commer: [ARRSMAR . sty
pre-existing condition (thanks to the new law), I received o X
Justin Timberlake Texting

a call from the White llf)\Lcc'asklng me for more Olivia Munn "My

Lot Dalitice Alarte Ry H Jacaat







MomsRising badges for your blog.

Sen. Tom Harkin: Paid sick days stories “incredibly
compelling” r by
Senator Tom Markin
On July 28th, MomsRising's campaign director, Donna Norton, presented me with a
collection of stories from MomsRising members in Iowa and across the country about
the need for paid sick days. These stories are incredibly compelling. Moms Are 'I‘alking'

- w3t blog carnival
Children
children's health education
health bealth care
healthcare tbeaithreforn
therhood Paid Sick Days

OxX10S
Tags fuecled by the MomsRising Blog
Embed this Widget
Donna presents Sen, Harkin the MomsRising members' PSD book
READ OTHEN MOMSRISING STORIES X

Rex Flexibility on Hitting Retirement Age
and Still Doing the Work-Life Juggle
Read More

particularly concerned by the story of an lowa MomsRising member who works at a
hospital that does not offer paid sick days. As a result, many workers are forced to

come to work at the hospital when they are sick because they can't afford to lose a













Facebook « ESPN » ASC
HOT TOPICS:

/ \ ‘ F . An &
ng NEWS Charfie Sheen + Unemployment Rate * Royal :;:;gﬂ

Home Video News Politics Investigative Heaith Entertainment Money Tech World News Nightline This Week 20/20 WWYD? Good Morning America

WATCH VIDEO: Watch Full Episodes | Most Popular | Money & Business | Health  Politics | Tech | Entertainment | Wild & Wacky ABC News Now GMA | This Week

“ View Comment

Like It. Tweet It. Digg It.

.
Most Popular
= q.g Women of the Revolution
"% ' Discussion
s u::ﬂ
-
v . ST N B Charfie Sheen: Watch the Full
. - - 20020 Interview
KRIS CAMBRA Py o
- - Supreme Court Takes Up
221 e Childhood Vaccines

b = 4 + - n




Dear Trever,

My 7-year-old son, Klaus, has been battling a rare
cancer called sarcoma for over 3 years. And, as
a MomsRising member from Boulder, Colorado, |
fought for health care reform--and I'l keep fighting
for it so all kids who need care, can get care. Our
family sent letters to Congress and stayed up late
the night of the final vote on the health care bill in
order to watch the votes being counted. We
shouted with joy when it passed because we'd no
longer have to worry that Klaus' treatment would
be denied because of his pre-existing condition,
or that he'd hit the annual or lifetime limit for his
care.

But now these common sense health

protections for my son--and for all the kids in
our nation--may be threatened. In the wake of
last week's election, many opponents of health
reform are vowing to repeal and defund health
care reform when the new Congress begins.

As the mother of a child fighting cancer, | know
that we absolutely can't return to the bad old days
when insurers could drop us when we got sick or
exclude our children from coverage because of
pre-existing conditions.

Please join me in signing this letter to
Congress and state legislators telling them
that we've come too far to turn our backs on
kids and families. Keep moving forward
implementing health care reform!

Opponents of health reform are
vowing to repeal and defund health
care reform when the new Congress

begins.

Join me in signing this letter to
Congress and state legislators
telling them we've come too far to
turn our backs on kids and
families!

Take Action

Tolen A ndion




Dear camella,

My beautiful, two year old daughter, Violet, has
a rare and life threatening form of epilepsy that
causes her to have hundreds of seizures, during
which she stops breathing and requires
hospitalization. When Violet is not having
seizures, she is a happy, curious little girl who
loves people. Without the protections passed by
health care reform that ended annual and
lifetime limits on care, Violet would probably
reach her lifetime limits on care in a few years.

| know that a lifetime limit on insurance would
limit Violet's lifetime on Earth.

That's why, as a California MomsRising
member, | fought for health reform and why I'm
still fighting to make sure that the protections we
won by passing health care reform, like ending
lifetime and annual limits on care are not rolled
back by the new Congress.

And MomsRising is helping moms like me make
a difference in the debate about the future of
health reform. By sharing my story with
MomsRising, I've already been interviewed by
National Public Radio, CBS News, and the Lehr
News Hour.

Our voices are making a difference and are
urgently needed.

Opponents of he

Stand up for Violet and so many
children like her! Right now,
opponents of health care reform are
working to repeal and defund health
reform, we need your help today.

Join me in helping MomsRising
reach our goal of raising $10,000
over 10 days to turbo-charge
MomsRising's health care
campaign!

Take Action

Take Action
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Health reform will improve quality of life

Nowa

Story Discussion

Posted: Sunday, Fobruary 13, 2011 1200 am | + {10) Comments

» Tace! 5 £ Recommene [l 23 people recommend s, So e $rst of your fends

| applaud Sens. Jon Testor and Max Baucus for voing against a Sonale proposal 1o repeal health reform
this week. While opponrents of health reform would have you believe otherwise, millions of Americans ke
me will ive and ive better lives because of the prolections in this iaw.

¥ & were not for health reform, | would most centanly die, | have been battling muitiple myeloma (cancer of
he Dore Manrow) for the past five years and recesved two stem call ranspiants. Without heakth reform, my
Insurance Senefits would 5000 run out

[ am not glone. There are thousands of pecpie oul there just Ike ma who not only fight major llinessas, but
we aiso have 10 ight 10 have INSUrancs Coverage Since we cannot be treated withowt Insurance coverage.

We cannot a®ord to retum 10 the days when nsurance companies were in charge of our hea'th and lives by

Gropping Pecois Decause thay got sick, refusng 10 cover peopie 1or pre-gxisting CoNdRIONS Of placing
Ifotme caps on coverage

It i time for Congress 1o move on to focus on jobs and the economy and jeave familes 10 keep the new
health insurance protechons they have come 10 rely on

Kim Wombok

Layre!
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Have something to say?

Wetcams | Sk Haport

Submit a letter 10 the oditor onling, by emal,
postal mai, or fax.

Submit Letter to the Editor
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o St Jude Dream Home goos on market for
$340,900

Inside and outsde arona. MetraPark rebuild
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Done deal Montana 1o Morvans

Rod Lodge schodl board voles 1o changd
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A parirership between UN

ECM Newsletiar: January 3rd -

In This Issue

Statn Wide Town Hall Moetrgs
on Budget Cuty

Hopih Care Reform Law. Who's

JOIN US: State Wide Town Hall Mectings:
Plunned to Discuss Budget Cuts

Town Hat Mectings hawve been schedue throughout
the state to discuss Governor Sandoval's budget,
The link below is the schedule in POF fie format

These Town Hall Meetings are a great opportunity for your voice %o
be heard, We encourage you to attend.

Saturday Jan. 29 9:00am

Reno

Washoe County Commission Chambers
1001 E. Ninth Street

Link to view meeting.

Las Vegas
Grant Sawyer State Office Building,
Room 4401 of the555 E. Washington Ave.

Health Care Reform Law
Wha's standing up for Nevada's children and families?

Ongingl B0y - Posies Jaruary T8 2011 Dy Kastin Rowe-Tirkbene
Who's standing up for Nevada's children and families?

Save Iives, cut the doficit, and give people the freedom to help sick
chidren. How could anyone be against that?







