Pennsylvania’s Law
Enforcement Leaders
1§:pport S.enator Specter
r Standing Firm Against
Federal Public Safet
Budget Cuts ’

T CRIME: TNVEST IN KiDs PENNSYLVANIA

Dear Senator Specter:

After decades on the front lines in America’s fight against crime, we know there is O substitute for tough law
enforcement. Dangerous criminals must be prosecuted and locked up- But our years of experience have also
taught us an important Jesson. By helping kids grow up smart and healthy, we can help make sure that they never
grow up to be violent criminals.

Pennsylvania’s law enforcement leaders thank you for your March vote on an amendment to the federal budget
staving off cuts in health care for low-income children and families, including mental health, foster care for abused
and neglected children and childcare support for America’s working families- Your opposition t the Medicaid cuts
gained “dditional support recently with a Jetter signed by 44 Republican members of the House against the
Medicaid cuts-

The 175 police chiefs, sheriffs, prosecutors and crime victims of the bipartisan, anti-crime organization FicHT CRIME:
InvEsT IN KIDS PENNSYLVANIA ar€ convinced that our best crime fighting weapons can be found in good classrooms,
safe foster homes and neighborhood health programs.

One study showed that a Medicaid funded mental health program reduced the number of troubled youths who
had additional arrests by over 80 percent. Research confirmed that excluding at-risk children from a quality early
childhood education program multiplied by five times the risk that they would grow up to be chronic lawbreakers
by age 27- An additional study also found leaving kids in dangerous homes where they face continuing abuse and

neglect increases the risk that they will become violent criminals by 27 percent.

We believe in sound budgets, fiscal responsib'ﬂity and local accountability: We also believe cutting {avestments that
help children get the right start in life actually squanders billions in tax dollars. 1f America doesn’t pay now for
smart investments that steer children away from a life of crime, W€ will all pay far more Jater in tax dollars, crime
costs and victims' lives.

1f you stand your ground to oppose any final budget that doesn't fully include the key jmprovements won on the
Senate floor, Pennsylvania’s law enforcement leaders and crime victims will stand shoulder to shoulder with you
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