November 12, 2014

Dear (Senator/Representative):

We are writing to urge you to support a full-year omnibus appropriations bill for FY 2015 that responds to our
nation’s current urgent needs, to be enacted as soon as possible before the December 11 expiration of the
current continuing resolution. The national organizations signing this letter represent human service
providers, congregations, policy experts, labor, civil rights, and other community advocates and leaders. We
know our nation depends on adequately funded and well-planned housing and home energy, public health,
nutrition, education, child care, and many other community services. Agencies providing those services need
to know how much they have to work with for the full year in order to operate the programs efficiently and
effectively. They must be able to respond to emergency needs, such as combating the Ebola virus or
protecting children fleeing from violence in Central America, that were not anticipated when FY 2014 funding
was approved. Congress should shoulder its responsibility to make funding decisions based on today’s
realities, while avoiding cuts to vital services that help individuals and families rise out of poverty.

Full-Year Funding: 1t is especially important that Congress makes full-year funding decisions, as opposed to
another short-term continuing resolution. Leaving agencies in a holding pattern for half the fiscal year will
make it extremely difficult for them to address service needs. It will also make it more difficult for Congress to
turn its attention to FY 2016 funding decisions in a timely way.

The bipartisan Ryan-Murray budget agreement over FYs 2014 and 2015 appropriations caps demonstrated
that Congress can come to responsible agreement, and also narrowed the differences between the House and
Senate so that a full-year appropriations bill responsive to individual program needs is not out of reach.
Agreement could be blocked, however, if Congress allows itself to be distracted by fights over controversial
policy riders. Please reject extraneous riders that will stand in the way of enacting a full-year spending bill.

Avoid Cuts to Vital Services: Funding for programs that help people get jobs, protect and care for children,
secure housing, and prevent violence has been shrinking for years. In an analysis of over 100 programs of
special importance to low-income people and communities, the Coalition on Human Needs found substantial
cuts from FY 2010 through FY 2014. To mention just a few: rural health services have been cut 29 percent,
adjusting for inflation. Low income home energy assistance (LIHEAP) has been slashed by 38 percent. Child
welfare services have been cut by 12 percent or more. Juvenile justice programs have lost one-third or more
of their funding. Many education programs have been cut by 8 percent or more, including grants to states to
educate children with disabilities. Various job training programs have been cut 18 percent or more. The Public
Housing Capital Fund was cut by almost one-third. These cuts illustrate why it is especially important to make
program-by-program decisions about funding, making every effort to stop service losses that can deny people
the opportunity to move forward.

Emergency Funding: When we are faced with emergencies such as the need to protect against the Ebola virus,
there is a history of bipartisan support for designating the resources needed as emergency funding, so that
other services do not have to be sacrificed to meet these new needs. In 2006, President Bush signed an
emergency funding measure to prepare for a possible pandemic. In 2009, President Obama signed emergency
appropriations legislation to address the HIN1 influenza virus. We urge you to take similar action to respond
to Ebola and other urgent needs, such as protecting children who have fled violence in Central America.



Please finish work on full-year FY 2015 appropriations before the expiration date of the current temporary
measure. Congress should focus in the new year on preventing the recurrence of sequestration in FY 2016,
which, if left unchecked, will result in still deeper cuts harmful to the most vulnerable among us and to
economic progress for all.

Sincerely,
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