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Things to look for on Wednesday (Sept. 12)

• Data refer to 2017

• Official and supplemental poverty numbers

• Income numbers

• Health coverage numbers
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The Supplemental Poverty Measure is a 

better measure
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2017, 12.2%
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Forecast: 

$61.3K 
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Income growth has been slow to materialize during the current recovery 

*7th-year value, for 2017, is a forecast.

Source: Author's analysis of Census Bureau data.

Note: Data is annual. Recovery year 0 is considered to be the year the recovery began if it began in July or earlier, the year after it began if it began in 

August or later. Similarly, the last year of the recovery is considered to be the year prior to it ending if it ended in June or earlier, the year it ended if it ended 

in July or later.
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What does this mean in the fractious world of 2018?

• If I’m in ballpark, then we’re on trend.

• In fact, my forecast (FWIW) is that 2017 gains will be a bit behind 
2015/16.

• Clearly, those who can work are responding to labor market conditions.

• What would help put further pressure of poverty rates?

• Expand work-based credits and min wg

• Subsidized jobs/apprenticeships

• Strengthen health coverage

• Criminal justice reform

• Keep macroeconomy running hot
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The New Data:

Finding the 

Answers You Need
DEBORAH WEINSTEIN



How is poverty defined, anyway?

Official measure, poverty thresholds for 2017 
still listed as preliminary, weighted averages:

1 person (average): $12,488

1, under 65: $12,752

1, 65 or older: $11,756

2 people: $15,901

3 people: $19,512

4 people: $25,086



Questions the data can 

answer:
 Poverty – How has it changed since last year,  over 

the past 5 or 10 years? Do children, minorities, 

people with disabilities remain disproportionately 

poor?

 How much have SNAP, Social Security, tax credits, 

etc. reduced poverty?

 Work and Earnings – How many work but remain 
poor, or near poor?

 What’s happened to median earnings over the past 

5 years?  What about unemployment?  

 Health insurance – Are there fewer uninsured?  



More questions

 Deep poverty – how many are below half the poverty 

line?

 Rent hardships - how many people are paying more 

than 35 or 50 percent of their income on rent?

 Food hardships – are more people using SNAP? How 
many are food insecure?

 Education - of those who haven’t finished high school, 

how many are poor?  Unemployed?



But wait!  Big problems if Census is 

underfunded!

Three Big Problems:

 Oppose adding citizenship 
question to 2020 Census.

 2020 Census needs funding 

now to prevent undercounting 

of children, communities of 

color.  $4.2b total for FY19 

(Senate). 

 Too little funding will also 

threaten accuracy of 

American Community Survey.

Help fight to count 

everyone:

 The Leadership Conference on Civil 

and Human Rights is doing great work 

to support an accurate 2020 Census –

To join in, contact 

Sergio Lopez,

Lopez@civilrights.org

For more Census count info:

http://civilrights.org/census/

mailto:Lopez@civilrights.org
http://civilrights.org/census/


How to Find the Answers

 On September 12 and 13, the Census Bureau will release 
survey data for 2017:

Sept. 12:  Current Population Survey (CPS) –
national data:  poverty, income, health insurance.  
Also, state health insurance data from the 
American Community Survey (ACS).

Supplemental Poverty Measure report out on the 
12th.

Sept. 13:  American Community Survey (ACS) –
state, local data (including congressional district).

 USDA released Household Food Security in the U.S. in 
2017 (with state data) on Sept. 5.



Breaking news:

Fewer households unable to afford food in 

2017 than in 2011, but 15m households food 

insecure
Household Food Security in the United States in 2017  

(www.ers.usda.gov)

 15.0 million households – 40 m people  (11.8%) were food insecure – difficulty at some point in 
the year affording enough food.  That’s down from 15.6 million households (12.3%) in 2016, and 
down from the 14.9% peak in 2011.  

 5.8 million households (4.5%) had more severe food insecurity (aka, “very low food security”) –
sometimes going without food – down from 4.9% in 2016.

 Households with incomes below 185% of poverty:  30.8%.

 Typical food-secure household spent 23% more for food than the typical food-insecure 
household.

 Children:  food insecure in 7.7% of households with children (2.9 million households) – not 
significantly changed from 2016 (8.0%, or 3.1 million households).  All households with children:  
15.7%.

 White non-Hispanic households:  8.8% food insecure.

 Black, non-Hispanic households:  21.8% food insecure.

 Hispanic (may be of any race):  18% food insecure.



The New Data – Part 1

Tuesday, September 12:  Current Population Survey 
release:

 Provides national picture re income, 
poverty, and health insurance.  

 Will have state health insurance data from 
American Community Survey.  

 Will release Supplemental Poverty 
Measure – will show people lifted out of 
poverty by SNAP, Social Security, tax 
credits, housing subsidies, etc.



Finding the CPS Data on 9/12

Census Bureau Press Conf Online 10 a.m.

Press conference live at 

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/census-live.html

Find data at https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-

kits/2018/income-poverty.html

On 9/12, CPS,

SPM, Health

Insurance 

reports 

announced 

on home 

page

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/census-live.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2018/income-poverty.html


You can get full report, press materials, or 

detailed tables

Full Report: (this is last year’s)



From Census homepage, click on “Topics,” then 

“Income & Poverty,” then “Income and Poverty Main”



Go to Income and Poverty Main, then click on 

“Poverty,” then “Data,” then “Poverty Data Tables”

Get the 

full 

report 

here



For September 12, click on 

“Current Population Survey”



Detailed tables show (mostly) national data – with 

breakdowns by race and up to 200% FPL;

Historical Tables –breakdowns by race, family type, region, 

work…



A few examples of detailed tables:

 POV01: Shows people below 50% FPL, below 

100%, below 200%, etc.  White, Black, Asian, 

Hispanic (may be of any race); age breakdowns

 POV06: Families by number of working family 

members and family structure

 POV22: Work experience by age, sex, 

household relationship, poverty status

 POV29: Years of school by poverty status – age, 

sex, nativity, citizenship



The Supplemental Poverty Measure will also 

be released on 9/12

Because the Supplemental Poverty Measure counts more income sources and expenditures, its poverty estimates 
differ from the official measure.

4
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last year’s



The SPM answers questions about how effective 

certain programs are in reducing poverty. 

Important analysis showing how the number of people in poverty 
declines because of Social Security, low-income tax credits, SNAP, 
UI, housing subsidies, etc.

4Without SS income,  

26.1m more people 

would be poor

Without housing 

subsidies,  3.1m more 

people would be poor



Important to cite the SPM

 Speaker Ryan and others say 
anti-poverty programs have not 
worked. 

 Therefore we should limit, subject 
to work requirements, and/or de-
fund programs like SNAP, 
Medicaid, housing assistance…

 Trump Administration says anti-
pov programs do reduce 
poverty, but they discourage 
work.

But SPM shows that 
programs do work –
and other research 

shows they can 
make it easier to 

find and keep jobs.



Health Insurance (topics: health)

Health insurance 

report out 9/12 

should compare 
states that 

expanded 

Medicaid with 

those that didn’t. 



Uninsured by State:
tells you if state expanded Medicaid



For a wealth of state and local data, wait for Part 2: 

The American Community Survey, 9/13
Census.gov     data      data tools and apps



Questions ACS can answer:
For states, counties, Congressional Districts, 
cities…

 Has poverty grown or decreased from 
2016 to 2017 – for children, seniors, 
communities of color, people with 
disabilities, workers…

 How many with/without health insurance?

 How many low-income people work?

 What happened over the last 2-5 years?

 Are income or earnings rising?

 How does your state compare to others?

 How many people are paying more than 
half their income on rent?



Getting American Community Survey data via 

American Factfinder
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/searchresults

.xhtml?refresh=t

Advanced Search          Show Me All

https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/searchresults.xhtml?refresh=t


“Topics” lets you select the year (after data is 

released, pick 2017) and other categories.  

Choose “Product type”



Then pick “Comparison Profile” and “Close.”



Select a state, then GO, then click on 

Comparative Economic Characteristics, 1 yr.



Select “State” as the geographic type; then 

choose your state (Maine, here), and click on “Add 

to your selections;”  then “Close.”



Comparative Economic Characteristics:  
employment, kind of job, workers with children?, income, benefits, health 

insurance, poverty



And you get comparisons up to 5 years, and whether 

the differences are significant (not just chance)



People at 50%, 100%, 125% of Poverty
In Advanced search, in topics box, enter S1703; for state, enter Ohio

(shows poverty by race, but no breakdowns for race by age)



Selected Pop. Profile (S0201):  shows poverty by 

race/ethnicity by state for families, individuals

Much more 
here:

Educational 
attainment, 
disability, 
employment, 
foreign born...

NOTE:  top left of 

table shows 
there are 56 
columns – click 
arrows to see 
the rest.

Pick Black or African American alone, Amer. Indian/Alaska Native 

alone, Asian alone, Hispanic (may be of any race), White (not Hispanic)



How many low-income households are paying 

half or more of their income on rent?
(a little tricky)

 In the advanced search 
topics box, enter B25074

 For state, Wisconsin, here

 Add numbers for 50% or 
more for “less than $10,000,” 
“$10,000 to $19,999,” and 
“$20,000 to $34,999.”  Here, 
adds up to 158,668.

 Add up total households in 
each of these income 
categories = 397,040.

 Divide 158,668 by 397,040 =

40% of households with 
income under $35,000 in WI 
are spending half or more of 
their income on rent.



How does your state rank compared to other 

states re proportion uninsured?

proportion 

uninsured?

Under
Under topics, select 

R2701 (ranking table) –

you’ll get US and all 

states for percent 

uninsured. 



Want to say more about your state’s 

localities or Congressional districts?

 You can get that from 

ACS –

 For example, for poverty, 

select table S1701; in 

“Geographies” select 

congressional districts, 

your state,  then highlight 

all CD’s.

 Click on ADD TO YOUR 

SELECTIONS



Make Your Case

 Want to make the case for your state taking the Affordable Care 
Act Medicaid option?

 Cite greater proportion of uninsured people in your state (R2701).  
(Or, to fight against Medicaid cuts, show how your state has 
benefited from Medicaid expansion.)

 Want to fight for more housing subsidies?

 Show large numbers paying more than 50% of income on rent.  
(B25074)

 Want to fight against SNAP cuts?

 Show SPM evidence that they lift people out of poverty.

 Want to show the need for more education and other work 
supports?  Want to show that more work requirements are not 
what’s needed?

 Show how poverty has not declined enough over time (CP03) 
and how many poor people work at least part time (S1701).



We’ll send you…

 These slides and the webinar recording

 Quick key points about the new data (national and 

state)

 Links to Census Bureau tables with the data we’ve 

discussed

 Analyses by other expert organizations

 CHN national and state key points

 Infographics you can use and share

 Suggested tweets, sample letters to the editor, etc.



Thanks!
DEBBIE WEINSTEIN

DWEINSTEIN@CHN.ORG


