February 4, 2021
Dear Representative/Senator:
The undersigned national organizations are writing to urge you to take quick action to enact no less than
President Biden’s American Rescue Plan. At the current pace, the nation will exceed 500,000 deaths
from the coronavirus in the third week of February. We are in a race to vaccinate millions of people
before variants of the disease can evade the vaccines now developed. We have passed 45 consecutive
weeks of new unemployment claims higher than the worst week of the Great Recession. Millions of
Americans are going hungry. More than one-third of people reported they had serious difficulty paying
regular household bills in the previous week. If you do not act in a way that is commensurate with the
hardships now being experienced, families that could have managed will be pushed into poverty and
deaths that could have been avoided will occur.
Congress must prioritize the well-being of communities of color in the next COVID package to reduce
shameful inequities laid bare by the pandemic. Black, Brown, Pacific Islander, and Indigenous people are
far more likely to fall ill or die of COVID-19 than Whites. More than half of Latinx and Black respondents
in mid-January found it somewhat or very difficult to afford basic household expenses (almost twice the
rate of White households). One-quarter of Latinx and one-third of Black households were behind in their
rent, 2-3 times the rate of Whites. By targeting resources where the need is greatest, the American
Rescue plan will reduce disparities. Its income, housing, health care, worker protections, nutrition
supports, paid leave, and other provisions of the American Rescue Plan cited here will ease the
disproportionate harm experienced by communities of color.
We know that in the aftermath of the Great Recession, failure to shore up the economy adequately
slowed the recovery. We must not make that mistake again, especially during a downturn that is deeper
than anything we have experienced since the Great Depression. The American Rescue Plan will speed
vaccinations to allow the economy to reopen safely, provide assistance to states and localities so they
can provide health, education, public safety and other essential services, and cut child poverty in half.
The Plan will protect people from eviction and make it possible for many to pay back rent and utility
bills. It will help to rebuild the child care sector so parents can return to work, and provides for paid
leave to enable them to stay home when that is what health and safety requires. The aid to small
businesses is well-targeted to help the hardest-hit businesses survive, including those owned by people
of color.
The unemployment benefits in the American Rescue Plan are needed to increase the number of families
who can pay their bills and avoid unsustainable levels of debt. Continuing the aid through September is
minimally necessary. Please reject efforts to shorten the duration or size of assistance. Congress must
not return to a pattern of short-term aid followed by destabilizing delays. You can be reassured that
workers will return to jobs when they can, even if their jobless benefits exceed their wages. Yale
researchers found “no evidence that more generous benefits disincentivized work” during the period
when the $600/week benefits were in place, higher than the $400/week proposed now.
It is critically important to enable people to afford their basic expenses. The pandemic has caused 8
million Americans to fall into poverty, of whom 2.3 million are children. The increases and monthly
receipt of Child Tax Credit and increases in the Earned Income Tax Credit included in the American
Rescue Plan are extremely well-targeted to help those who need it most. Making the Child Tax Credit

fully refundable means the 39 percent of children in families with incomes too low to benefit fully or at
all from the credit will no longer be left behind. (Underscoring racial disparities, close to half of Black
and Hispanic children now do not get the full Child Tax Credit but would be helped by the American
Rescue Plan.) By cutting child poverty in half, the Plan will improve children’s health, development,
education, and future economic success. By increasing income through the tax credits and
unemployment benefits, raising the minimum wage, increasing nutrition benefits, and the $1,400
economic impact payments (made available to families with mixed immigration status), people’s greater
ability to pay their bills and make purchases will provide an essential boost to the economy.
Another long-overdue economic boost will come from providing state, local government, tribal, and
territorial aid. For nearly a year, public service workers – nurses, teachers, EMS, custodians, corrections
officers, child care providers and so many more – have stood courageously on the front lines of the fight
against the pandemic, doing everything in their power to keep their communities safe, healthy and
strong. Robust, unrestricted aid is critical to quickly distributing the vaccine, preventing our children
from falling behind, reopening shuttered businesses, and eliminating cuts to essential public services
that will prolong the health and economic crisis.
Conservative and liberal economists alike recognize that federal expenditures to prevent public sector
worker layoffs and to provide services contribute to economic growth. It has also been demonstrated
that funding for unemployment assistance and SNAP nutrition aid boosts the economy more than most
expenditures, because people with low incomes need to spend what they receive on goods and services.
For every dollar we spend on these forms of aid, between $1.30 - $1.80 is added to the size of the
overall economy.
Last week, Federal Reserve Board Chair Jerome Powell warned of “…losing people’s careers, and the
lives that they built, because they don’t get back to work on time.” He said the damage would be “not
just to their lives but to the United States economy — the productive capacity of the economy.”
The American Rescue Plan is not perfect; it could be improved with an increase in federal support for
Medicaid in general and for home and community-based services, which is of special importance to
people with disabilities and older Americans. Automatic triggers for increases in services linked to
increases in unemployment could be included. While additions can be made, proposals for a dramatic
decrease in the plan’s size and scope would weaken its effectiveness dangerously. Your constituents –
and our nation – cannot afford that. Please advance and vote for legislation to adopt the American
Rescue Plan.
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