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Roadmap

◦ New research on the Child Tax 
Credit
◦ Implications for policy

◦ Data equity 

◦ Revisiting our approach to 
measuring poverty



Mixed methods study highlighting:
• Experiences of families with young children during the COVID-19 

pandemic
• Impact of the advance CTC monthly payments on health and 

material hardships
• Barriers to accessing advance CTC payments

Families recruited from 4 US cities:
• Boston
• Philadelphia
• Minneapolis
• Little Rock

Data sources:
• Longitudinal surveys
• Focus groups
• In-depth interviews

Study Overview



The Advance CTC Helped Families Catch Up on Rent & Improved Parents’ Health



Parents discussed relief around the CTC
“[Receiving the CTC] helped me in a lot of ways as far as like 

being able to provide for me kids….I didn’t have to worry about 

running out of certain things and running out of food, period.”

“…it was a little easier when we was receiving [the CTC] 

because I was looking forward to it each month, whether I was 

putting some aside or buying something for [my son] and 

putting money on a bill…so it made things a little more difficulty 

like when it did stop.”





Immigrant experience of missed CTC
An immigrant mother reflected on how she might have benefited from the CTC 
if she did not face access barriers:  

“[Having the CTC would have made me feel] calmer. They say one shouldn’t talk 
about debts and things like that but it’s a major reason that I would feel 
relieved…because, certainly well because you have to take out the money for 
the debt. You have to take out money for rent. You have to take out money 
for…well food , gas – which was sky-high and all of it. So, certainly, [the CTC 
would have helped me feel] more relaxed, calmer… yes it helps.”



Emerging 
Themes

▪ Challenges affording food, rent, and childcare 
increased during the pandemic, but the advance 
CTC payments helped offset financial strain

▪ Pandemic-related closures and economic 
hardships also took a toll on physical and mental 
health

▪ Parents experienced racial discrimination, 
impacting their sense of self, health, well-being, 
and ability to navigate systems

▪ Frustration with interlocking barriers to accessing 
the CTC

▪ Abrupt end of advance CTC payments increased 
family economic hardship and increased distrust 
among parents



Policy 
Recommendations

1. Pass a permanent and inclusive expanded 
advance CTC

2. Invest in effective, culturally appropriate 
outreach and enrollment efforts

3. Reduce structure barriers to CTC, including 
language access

4. Provide adequate resources to the IRS to 
improve customer service and operations

5. Ensure all eligible children, including those in 
mixed status families, are able to receive the 
CTC in a timely manner by eliminating backlogs 
and barriers to filing for an ITIN

6. Promote increased investment in refundable tax 
credits

And other robust, systemic policy changes!



Implications for Data Equity: 
Rethinking Census Poverty Data

◦ Understanding experiences beyond 
Federal Poverty Line data points 

◦ Intentional examination of equity

◦ Engagement of people with lived 
expertise

◦ Cultivating new narratives 
surrounding poverty and economic 
hardship: plight + fight + insight 

◦ Amplifying systemic solutions 





Thank you!

Contact us:

Allison Bovell-Ammon: allison.bovell-ammon@bmc.org

Shailly Gupta Barnes: shailly@kairoscenter.org

This Child Tax Credit research project was supported by the Boston University Center for 
Antiracist Research, Schusterman Family Philanthropies, and the Annie E. Casey Foundation.
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Poverty Measures: US Census Bureau
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For images & more information, see US Census Bureau

https://www.census.gov/topics/income-poverty/supplemental-poverty-measure.html


SPM Child Poverty in 2020

Image and data from pg. 1 of Census Bureau 2020 SPM report

2.2 million fewer children 

living in SPM poverty 

in 2020 than in 2019

https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2021/demo/p60-275.pdf


Policies and Programs Counted in 2020 SPM 

Image and data from pg. 12 of Census Bureau 2020 SPM report

Examples of Policies Reflected in 2020 

SPM Poverty:

✓ 1st two rounds of stimulus checks

✓ Expanded unemployment benefits 
(available in 2020)

✓ Pandemic-EBT (aggregated under SNAP or school 

lunch)

✓ SNAP, WIC, LIHEAP increases

Examples of Policies NOT Reflected in 

2020 SPM Poverty:

Χ 3rd round of stimulus checks (2021)

Χ SNAP 15% benefit increase (2021)

Χ Expanded unemployment benefits 
(available in 2021 – e.g. $300/wk PUC)

https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2021/demo/p60-275.pdf


● Tracks incoming resources available to households in any given month; follows 

SPM approach of counting taxes, credits, and near-/non-cash benefits

● Monthly SPM poverty threshold = 1/12 the annual SPM threshold 
(e.g. approx. $2,333 per month for a family of 4)

● Access our monthly poverty tracker (updated regularly) at: 
www.povertycenter.columbia.edu/forecasting-monthly-poverty-data

● Find breakouts by age (children; working age adults; seniors) and race and ethnicity 

(Asian, Black, Latino, White)

Tracking Monthly Poverty

http://www.povertycenter.columbia.edu/forecasting-monthly-poverty-data
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Monthly Child Poverty Rates, US: January 2020 to August 2021 

Monthly Child Poverty During COVID-19 (2020-mid-2021)

Based on: Parolin, Curran, Matsudaira, Waldfogel, and Wimer (2020)

Access all results at: https://www.povertycenter.columbia.edu/forecasting-monthly-poverty-data

Large share of EITC/CTC 

transfers delivered

$300 per week unemployment supplement + 

stimulus checks + SNAP expansions

Large share of EITC/CTC transfers 

+ stimulus checks delivered

Without

COVID 

relief

With 

COVID 

relief

CARES Act 

enacted March 27

$600 per week unemployment 

supplement expires

First monthly CTC 

payment delivered

https://www.povertycenter.columbia.edu/s/COVID-Projecting-Poverty-Monthly-CPSP-2020.pdf
https://www.povertycenter.columbia.edu/forecasting-monthly-poverty-data
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Stimulus checks + 
most annual refundable 

tax credits delivered

Monthly expanded 
Child Tax Credit begins
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Child Tax Credit 
ends
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tax credits delivered

3 million to 3.8 million children kept from 

poverty each month while Child Tax Credit in 

place

Child Poverty On The Rise Without Child Tax Credit

Increase of  3.7 million 

more children in poverty



Monthly Payments Can Keep Poverty Low Year-Round

Total resources without 

credits

With annual CTC & 

annual EITC

With monthly CTC & 

annual EITC

With monthly CTC & 

monthly EITC



Child Tax Credit Effects on Child Poverty

*3.7 million children kept out of  poverty in December 

2021 with a December child poverty rate of  12.1%





Households with 
children

Households 
without children

Child Tax Credit Effects on Food Insufficiency

The initial Child Tax Credit 
payments reduced food 

insufficiency by 25%.

Food insufficiency here is defined as 
sometimes or often not having enough food 

to eat in the house in the previous seven 
days. 

(Center on Poverty and Social Policy)

https://www.nber.org/papers/w29285


Child Tax Credit Effects on Food Insufficiency

These substantial reductions 

in food insufficiency were 

concentrated among 

households with less than 

$35,000 in annual income. 

(Center on Poverty and Social Policy)

https://www.nber.org/papers/w29285


Keep in touch! povertycenter.columbia.edu

cpsp@columbia.edu

@cpsppoverty

Join our email list for policy updates and 

information about upcoming policy seminars.

Megan Curran 

Policy 

Director

Chris Wimer

CPSP Co-

Director

Questions?

mailto:cpsp@Columbia.edu
































Getting the Clearest Picture 
of Hardship and Help

How to find and use survey data
from 2021-2022

Deborah Weinstein

September 8, 2022
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What’s available:

• September 7:  USDA Food Security data for 2021

• September 13:  Current Population Survey:  Income, Poverty, Health 
Insurance for 2021

• September 15: American Community Survey 1-year estimates for 
areas with populations over 65,000

• Columbia U Monthly Poverty Estimates from Jan. 2020 through July 
2022

• Census Household Pulse Data – food, housing, other hardships, 
tracked from April 2020 – August 2022 so far (state data available)
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Finding the CPS Data on 9/13: Links at Census.gov on that day

Census Bureau Press Conf Online 10 a.m.
WebEx access: 
<https://uscensusevents.webex.com/uscensusevents/onstage/g.php?MTID=e6811ddd8a5e52504bb
685b6e33ee9517>
Password: Census#1 (if requested)
Audio access: 1-888-469-3146 passcode: 8083561
UPDATED PHONE NUMBER, 09.06.22
You can access live captioning of this event by clicking on this link: http://livewrite-
ncc.appspot.com/attend?event=cb001

News conference page:
The Census Bureau will post the reports, data tables and news release online shortly after the news 
conference begins. They will be available at <www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2022/income-poverty.html>

Or at Browse by Topic; pick Income and Poverty; also Health.

https://uscensusevents.webex.com/uscensusevents/onstage/g.php?MTID=e6811ddd8a5e52504bb685b6e33ee9517
http://livewrite-ncc.appspot.com/attend?event=cb001
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2022/income-poverty.html


Breaking news: 2021 Food Security

10.2% of people were food insecure in 2021, not statistically 
different from 2020. Still, 33.8 million people lived in households 
unable always to afford adequate food in 2021.

Household Food Security in the United States in 2021 
(www.ers.usda.gov)

• Children: 12.5% of households with children were food insecure 
in 2021, down from 14.8% in 2020.

• Households with children headed by single women:  24.3% food 
insecure.

• White non-Hispanic households:  7 percent food insecure.
• Black, non-Hispanic households:  19.8 percent food insecure.
• Hispanic (may be of any race):  16.2 percent food insecure.
• Below 185% of Federal Poverty Line: 26.5% food insecure.
• Below 100% of Federal Poverty Line: 32.1% food insecure.



USDA Food Security by State:
https://ers.usda.gov/data-products/state-fact-sheets/ 
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Health Insurance
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2021/demo/p60-274.pdf 

CPS Health 
Insurance 
report, Sept. 13

Last year’s 
report showed 
much higher 
uninsured rates 
in states that 
did not expand 
Medicaid. 
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Find Income Data in Income Report:
go to census.gov – then “browse by topic”, then “Income and 
Poverty”
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Report will 
include data 
about income 
inequality –

From 2019 to 
2020, lowest 
quintile lost 
5.8% of 
income; 
highest quintile 
gained 0.5%.



Supplemental Poverty Measure will be included in 2021 
Poverty report 

Note that from 2019 to 
2020, the Supplemental 
Poverty Measure 
declined, while the official 
measure rose.
The SPM takes into 
account income from 
benefits and certain 
expenses when 
calculating poverty; the 
official measure does not. 



Supplemental Poverty Measure has state data –
will average 2019, 2020, 2021
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The SPM answers questions about how effective certain programs 
are in reducing poverty. 

Without SS income,  26.5m  
more people would have been 
poor

Without stimulus payments, 
11.7m more people would have 
been poor

Without refundable tax credits, 
5.3m more people would have 
been poor

Without SNAP and school 
lunch, 3.2m more people 
would  have been poor

Without housing subsidies,  
2.4m more people would have 
been poor



Preliminary estimate of weighted average Official 
Poverty Measure thresholds for 2021:

Check on 9/13 to 
make sure there 
are no changes in 
the poverty 
thresholds.
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Size of Family Unit Estimated Threshold

1 person (unrelated individual) $13,790

Under 65 years $14,097

65 years and over $12,996

2 people $17,519

Householder under 65 $18,231

Householder 65 years and over $16,395

3 people $21,558

4 people $27,741

5 people $32,893

6 people $37,167



Quick look at CPS poverty data

• Go to www.census.gov

• Then to Browse by topic

• Select Income and Poverty

• Then Poverty

• Click on Poverty in the U.S. 2020 Official Poverty Report (on Sept. 13 
will be 2021)

• Scroll down to find Table B-1
• Last year, compared Official Poverty Measure for 2019 and 2020:

Poverty rose from 10.5% in 2019 to 11.4% in 2020
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A few examples of detailed CPS tables:
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/income-
poverty/cps-pov.html 

For all, select weighted person count, choose relationship to the poverty line you 
want and demographic groups you want

• POV01: Shows people below 50% FPL, below 100%, below 200%, etc.  White, 
Black, Asian, Hispanic (may be of any race); age breakdowns

• POV06: Families by number of working family members and family structure

• POV15: Families With Related Children Under 18 by Householder's Work 
Experience and Family Structure

• POV22: Work experience by age, sex, household relationship, poverty status

• POV29: Years of school by poverty status – age, sex, nativity, citizenship

• POV46: Poverty by state (use with caution – sample size may be too small to be 
reliable)



American Community Survey:  Sept. 15

• A much bigger survey:  the 1-year data for 2021 goes down to 
geographies with populations 65,000 or more

• Provides detailed information for states, counties, congressional 
districts, “places” (cities), metro areas

• Answers questions about income, earnings, employment, use of 
public benefits, health insurance, education, immigrant status, cost of 
housing, disabilities, etc., with breakdowns by age, gender, 
race/ethnicity

• Last year’s ACS could not achieve acceptable sampling because of the 
pandemic – they did not release 1-year results; only 5 year averaging
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On September 15:

1-Year Data Release, 2021:

• Data Profiles

• Detailed Tables

• Summary File

• Comparison Profiles

• Selected Population Profiles

• Subject Tables
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How to get at ACS 
data: data.census.gov • Select “Advanced Search”

• Use filters:
• Geography – select state, and pick a 

state
• Survey – select American Community 

Survey, 1 year estimates
• Select “Comparison Profile”

• Choose CP03 (Comparative Economic 
Characteristics)

• Click on the double arrow to spread 
out the table

• Click on “Excel” to download it, so you 
can save the table

Step-by-step to get 
handy comparisons over 
past 5 years

• Shows whether 
differences over time 
are statistically 
significant

• But does not show 
breakdowns by race
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Getting Race/Ethnic 
breakdowns for host 
of topics

• Data.census.gov

• Advanced search

• Filters:
• Geography – pick state
• Survey

• American Community Survey, 
1 year estimates

• Selected Population Profiles
• Topics

• Race and Ethnicity
• Select 00 – all available races

• Click on double arrows, top right

• Click on Excel to save the table

• Lots of race categories – choose the ones 
you want – scroll to the right to find 
White alone, not Hispanic
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How many households 
with income under 
$50,000 are paying half 
or more of their income 
on rent?
• Data.census.gov

• Advance Search

• Geographies – select state, Massachusetts

• In Search box at top, enter B25074

• Click on table number; click on “Excel” to save it

• Add numbers for “less than $10,000,” “$10,000 to 
$19,999,” “$20,000 to $34,999,” and “$35,000 -
$49,999” – here, adds up to 512,074

• Add numbers for 50% or more for “less than $10,000,” 
“$10,000 - $19,999,” “$20,000 - $34,999,” and 
“$35,000 - $49,999”  - here, adds up to 215,804

• Divide 215,804 by 512,074 = 42.1% of household with 
incomes less than $50,000 in MA are spending half or 
more of their income on rent.
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Is the change you see real, or just chance?

• The Census Bureau has a helpful Statistical Testing Tool, here:
• https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/statistical-testing-tool.html 
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How to Use the “Statistical Testing for Two Estimates” Tab
1. Download data from data.census.gov or census.gov into an Excel or CSV (comma separated 

format) spreadsheet.

2. Insert geography or statistical variable keyword into “Label” column.

3. Insert the first number or percentage estimate into “First Estimate” column.

4. Insert the corresponding margin of error (MOE) into “First Margin of Error (MOE)” column.

5. Put the second estimate and MOE into the “Second Estimate” and “Second Margin of Error (MOE)” 

columns, respectively.

6. If the first estimate or second estimate use a standard error (SE) instead of a MOE, scroll to 

the bottom of the spreadsheet and change the number "1.645" to "1" in the "Parameters" column
for the relevant estimate.

7. (Optional) To change the confidence level, scroll to the bottom of the spreadsheet and change "90" in 

the "Parameters" column to the desired confidence level (e.g., 95).

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/
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Problems with ACS data:

• Uses official poverty definition – doesn’t take into account value of 
benefits

• You won’t be able to compare to 2020, but you can compare to 
earlier years

• It’s from 2021 – a lot has changed since then

Advantages of ACS data:
• Allows you to show child poverty by race/ethnicity, as well as many 

other topics by state and smaller jurisdictions, such as congressional 
districts
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That was then.  Telling a more current story.

• Columbia U’s Center on Poverty and Social Policy, monthly poverty 
tracking:  https://www.povertycenter.columbia.edu/forecasting-
monthly-poverty-data (from Jan. 2020 and ongoing)

• Census Bureau’s Household Pulse surveys – Started April 2020, 
ongoing through August 2022 (as of now):
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/household-pulse-
survey.html 

covers hardship, not poverty: having enough to eat, afford rent or 
other bills, employment, health, education, child care, Child Tax Credit 
– has state and metro area data as well as national
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Columbia Center on Poverty and Social Policy
Monthly Poverty Estimates 



How to use Household Pulse

Example:  food scarcity (survey conducted 7/27 – 8/8)

Go to https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/household-pulse-
survey.html 

Then take a look at data tools: https://www.census.gov/data-
tools/demo/hhp/#/ (shows, for example, food scarcity (% of adults in 
households sometimes/often not having enough to eat in the previous 
week) by state)

Then go to data tables:  https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/household-pulse-survey/data.html 
We’ll choose most recent:  Week 48, July 27 – August 8, Food table 1
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To calculate percentages in Household Pulse, you have to add up all the responses, and leave 
out “Did not report”.  For Hispanic or Latino, below, the “CHN total” is 34,295,232; then we add 
“sometimes” and “often” who did not have enough to eat in the last 7 days.  Here, 6,306,329.  
We divide “sometimes + often” by the CHN total, to get 18.4% of Hispanic/Latino adults 
reporting their households sometimes/often did not have enough to eat in the last 7 days.
Note that the same tables are available for all states and many metro areas – see tabs at 
bottom.
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17,420,976

21,898,751



Important Household Pulse Findings

• 15.3% of people living with children reported they sometimes/often didn’t have 
enough to eat in last 7 days, compared to 9.3% of people without children in their 
households.

• CHN is doing percentages for people with/without children and for the 
racial/ethnic categories, for all states and metro areas.  

• We are looking at the difference between the periods covering 8/4 – 8/30/21 and 
6/29 – 8/8/22 (weeks 35 and 36 compared to weeks 47 and 48).  During the 
earlier period, families were receiving the Child Tax Credit and inflation was not 
as high.  In the later period, no more Child Tax Credit and higher inflation.

• During the most recent period, close to 16% of people with children reported 
going without food, compared to 10.3% in the previous year.  Hunger also 
increased for people without children (from 6.9% to 9.3%), but it was worse for 
people with children.
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Using the data during this critical time
Points to make:

• Benefits/assistance have made a real difference in people’s lives
• Child Tax Credit, Unemployment Insurance, rental aid, food aid…

• The combination of higher costs to meet basic needs and the loss of the Child Tax Credit and 
other benefits has caused real hardship for families with children.

• The Inflation Reduction Act helped, by preventing health insurance costs from rising, and it and 
other legislation will create jobs with decent pay.

• But families will continue to struggle without restoring the CTC, and investing in more child care 
and home care, affordable housing, heating and cooling aid, health coverage, nutrition assistance, 
all levels of education, and protection from environmental threats.  The poorest, 
disproportionately people of color, people with disabilities, and immigrants, are facing 
unacceptable hardships without these investments.

• It would be outrageous to enact more tax breaks for corporations without restoring the Child 
Tax Credit that has done so much to relieve hardship and keep families with children out of 
poverty.
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#ChildTaxCredit
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#ChildTaxCredit
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What you’ll get from us

• This recording and follow-up email with live links to 
resources

• On September 13:  CHN’s First Look at the data and other 
helpful info via email

• After the September 15 ACS report release, we will send 
more key facts and analysis

• Updates and opportunities to take action to support an 
investment agenda

• Social media resources
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Thank you!

Look out for an email with a captioned recording, slides, and other 
resources from our presenters. 

www.chn.org

http://www.chn.org/

